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By Nels Johnson
Marin Independent Journal

Marin County’s econ-
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omy will continue grow-
ing next year, but may be
nearing a “business cycle
, peak” followed by a cool-
3 ing housing market and
slowing job growth in
key industries, accord-
ing to a new forecast by

w

T %

Y

-

MUSICAL ¥
WISDOM ¢

a

g =
-

TOP STORY: ECONOMIC FORUM

‘Boom period’

Experts: Marin may hit ‘business cycle peak’, fol

North Bay economic ex-
perts.

The Marin Economic
Forum study, outlined
at the annual “forecast-
ing the future” confer-
ence hosted at Embassy
Suites by the forum and
the San Rafael Chamber
of Commerce Thurs-
day, says that while

~maendent

the county continues
an economic recovery,
it is “nearing the label
of an economic ‘boom’
period.” “The Marin
County economy, much
like California overall,
is coming to a tipping
point in the economic
recovery since 2009 of a
natural, cyclic peak,” ac-
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cording to the study.
Forum CEO Robert
Eyler, a Sonoma State
University professor
and the North Bay’s
preeminent economist,
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near end?

lowed by cooler housing market

L marinij.com

said inflationary pres-
sure is rising, especially
in light of a $187,000
increase in the median
price of a Marin home
over the past year. He
predicted a cooling mar-
ket, with slower growth
next year, and added
the commercial realty

See ECONOMY, page 8
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history of the rail project and

| offers an update on its prog-

f ress and future plans.

i » When: 11am.

- » Cost: $5

| » Do it: Livermore Pavilion,
Marin Art & Garden Center,
30 Sir Francis Drake Bivd.,
Ross; 258-9595

Spirited soiree
» What: The West Marin Dia
de los Muertos/Day of the
Dead celebration starts with
: a procession of Aztec danc-
. ers and drummers, followed
by crafts with local artists
and the lighting of the com-
munity altar.
» When: 5:45 p.m.
» Cost: Donations
» Do it: Dance Palace, 503
B St., Point Reyes Station;
663-1075; www.dance
palace.org

Making it -

» What: Maker Media CED

Dale Dougherty speaks

about why we make things

and how shared creative de-

sires bring people together.

» When: 7 p.m.

» Cost: Free

» Do it: Mill Valley Public
, 375 Throckmorton

Ave.; 389-4292,ext.3;

www.millvalleylibrary.org
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West Marin’s Tim
done a lot and his new album
reflects much of the hard-won
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I met at Warren
Hellman’s memo-

rial at Congregation
Emanu-El in Presidio
8 Heights back in De-
%3 cember. As you prob-
ably know, Hellman was the be-
loved banjo-playing billionaire

BT l ' IMWEED AND

who gave us the Hardly Strictly
Bluegrass Festival. In his honor,
Weed joined a lineup of fellow
banjo pickers
on a rendition
of “Soldier’s Joy”
as people filed
out of the temple
after the service.
The banjo
buffs in that
group may not
have known all the other guys
they. were playing with that day,
but it’s a safe bet they’d all heard
of Tim Weed. I certainly had.
Whenever I'd talk to anyone
about the best bluegrass/Ameri-
cana string players in Marin, his
name would inevitably come up.
And for good reason.
In.May, he was on the cover of
“Baryo Newsletter,” the foremost
banjo magazine in the country.
In the article, interviewer Mike

PAUL
LIBERATORE

331 Domenico’s w * Kropp writes that when he was
Fundamentals Basketball anvxqg through the Southwest,
Camp will be held at the San {;Stgmg% toh\;’V.e]ed’s classical
: . anjo CD, “Milagros,” he was so
cemo'::no D ~| Bty knocked out by it that he almost

on Dec. 25,27 and drove off the road. He called
Jan. 2-3 from 9 a.m. to Weed “the world’s greatest play-
2 p.m. For more inf tion, eré’d gel\)rgr heard of.”
contact Jeff |  On AN 's “All Things Con-
_ SI(agg-s_at 4] sidered,” Bob Boilen expressed
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_ . What: Tim Weed CD rel
aviz - or o House™ e Soneee
When: 7:30 p.m. Nov. 8
DANES TO HOST Where: Dance Palace, 503 B St.,
NOBEL PEACE . Point Reyes Station
PRIZE CONCERT | l'\d'mlsslon: $20 to $50
| tion: www.dancepalac '

Claire Danes has been | Informa palace.org;
tapped to host the 20th an- -t'mweed-?f.“ °
niversary Nobel Peace Prize

cocn\o:nhoeeember'. . S f% When: 8 p.m. Nov. 9
Emmy-winning “Home- SERAN %'~  Where: The Fenix, 91
&c‘d’#mm:llw“ T ... BN [/ San Rafael A
3 )slo, Norway. ' IJ photo/Robert Tong  Admission: $20
The twil The release of this record feels like I’'m entering a new era,” says banjoist and singer- Info : 813- '
the Organization formm thate" songwriter Tim Weed, who has released a new acoustic solo album, ‘goul Hous:.?ger wwr\:vnf:tr:;::v:lgr: o
bition of Chemical Weapons, b
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oo oz et ctivating Smith straight out
arriving ltt:wwar-tom Syria o? f h °
overse h dsmanting of rehab a bad idea for 49ers
ml Emmmapm"d"m SANTA CLARA been undergoing rehab treatment
I 5 LDON SMITH showed up at for presumed substance abuse at an
mtw.lcalmv attracts the 49ers’ practice facility undisclosed location. The team may
mwm“ Im“'ml" earlier this week. Apparently, have been obliged by the NFL to

it wasn’t a social call.

The team announced Thursday

year's concert has yet to be that it was activating the
announced. groubled linebacker, remov-
e ociatod Préas ing him from the “Non Foot-
ball Injury” list. This pre-
sqmably means that Smith
CONTACT US will resume-drills with the
R ALE team when it returns from a

Prep sports hotline 382-7307
Email lifestyles@marinij.com
com

bye-week break. He might
playNov. 10 against Carolina.

This seems like a very bad idea. I
have a better suggestion for Smith’s
ideal return to action: Sometime in

And I don’t mean in January for

sports@marinij.com

Listings calendar@marinij.com

PLUS EDITORS 2014.

Vicki Larson, Plus Life

viarson@marinij.com 382-7286 the playoffs.
Derek Arild, Plus Sports

It isn’t an easy call for the 49ers

place Smith on the 53-man roster, be-
cause he is now out of rehab. But that
does not mean the 49ers must
place Smith on the 45-man
active roster for Sundays.
4 The decision about where
4 and when to have Smith
suit up is the toughest one
MARKPURDY that Harbaugh agd general
manager Trent Baalke will
make this season. It is far tougher
than an offensive play call in the red
zone against Seattle, or a decision
about the three-deep chart at wide
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receiver.

when it comes to Smith, who has
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Simply put, Harbaugh and Baalke
are gie.cxdm.g Smith’s future in terms
of giving him the best opportunity
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:fstzrs llnet:’?cker 'Aldon Smith is rejoining the team
r spending a few weeks in rehab. Smith coul
See PURDY, page9 play against Carolina on Nov. 10. g
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LIBERATORE: Tim Weed sees new era in‘

a similar sentiment, playing

“Morro Glenn.” an original com-

position from “Milagros,” which
David Grisman released on his
label Acoustic Oasis.

What sometimes get lost in all
of this is the fact that Weed is a
lot more than a banjo virtuoso.

A former L.A. session musician,
both as an electric guitarist and
as a singer, he’s a multi-instru-
mentalist who also possesses

a trained tenor voice with jaw-
dropping range.

His new Americana album,
the all-acoustic “Soul House,” is
an extraordinary collection of
original songs that marks an
important moment of transition
in Weed’s musical, emotional and
spiritual life.

It comes out after the breakup
of his 17-year-relationship with
the mother of his two children
and six years after escaping the
desiccating heat and career-kill-
ing lack of opportunity in Tucson,
Ariz., where he lived before mov-
ing to West Marin.

“The release of this record feels
like I’m entering a new era,” he
told me the other day. “And that’s
very exciting.”

Growing up a surfer kid in
Laguna Beach, he was a teenage
banjo prodigy who got turned on
to bluegrass when he heard Jerry
Garcia play with Old and in the
Way, the short-lived string band
that came together in Stinson
Beach in the 1970s.

While he was still in high
school, his family took a vaca-
tion in their motor home, staying
in the Olema campground, not
far from where he lives now. And
when young Tim discovered a
rare banjo alum in the Inverness
store, he knew he was destined to
live there some day.

“I remember falling in love with
this place,” he recalled, sitting
at the kitchen table of the high-
ceilinged home on the Inverness
Ridge that he shares with his

yoga teacher partner, Debbie Daly,

who sings with his band, and his

99-year-old son, Tucker. “I always

thought in the back of my mind I
wanted to live here.”
In the relatively short time

since that dream became a reality,

he’s made a name for himself as a
consummate musician and char-
ismatic personality, playing with
Grisman and local Ir gends Ramb-

n AR e 2
e

Soul House’

IJ photo/Robert Tong

Tim Weed strums his banjo at his West Marin home. Weed will be performing
Nov. 8 in Point Reyes Station and Nov. 9 in San Rafael.

lin’ Jack Elliott and Peter Rowan.

“Mr. Weed, whose blue eyes,
tanned skin, shock of white hair
and warm smile make him un-
mistakable around town, quickly
carved a niche as one of the area’s
best-loved performers, often play-
ing at benefits and community
events,” Tess Elliott wrote in her
review of “Soul House” in the
Point Reyes Light.

Before settling down in his
ridgetop aerie, the previously
peripatetic musician moved
three times in the seven years it
took him to finish “Soul House.”
Describing it as “a monumental
task,” he used 24 musicians, nine
engineers and eight recording stu-
dios before it was done.

The album reflects much of the
hard-won wisdom he’s gained
over the past decade or so. The
title track, for example, was in-
spired by a talk that Welshman
Ianto Evans gave at a conference
on sustainable building that he
attended in Taos, N.M.

“In the West, the primary con-
cept of a house is a place to keep
our stuff,” he said. “But in the
traditional world, people treat
their house as a vessel for the
spirit, a place to hold and nurture
the soul.”

While working as a producer
for Epic-Sony Music in Japan, he
studied Zen Buddhism, a spiri-
tual practice that influenced the
songs “Under the Banyan Tree”

“and “Movin’ a Mountain.” And
when he was invited to perform
for the Dalai Lama at a concert

in Tucson, he used the occasion
to debut another song on the CD,

“T,ove and Peace and Happiness,”

with its provocative opening
lines: “I am the terrorist, I am
the enemy till I can stop the war
inside of me.”

“The Secret Service was every-
where and here I am singing ‘I am
the terrorist,”” he recalled with
a grin. “After a Tibetan monk
asked me to repeat the lyrics, he
said, ‘I never have heard this in
a song before. This needs to be
said.’ I was so relieved.”

The great Pete Seeger, a Weed
fan, likes the folksy song “Long
Tom.” But, for me, the centerpiece
of the album is the achingly beau-
tiful “Near but Far,” a lament for
something lost that also hints
at the promise of moving on to a
place where it’s possible to find
one’s true self in community with
others.

That idea seems to manifest it-
self on the African song, “Aye Moji-
numba,” a track that incorporates
a live recording of a West Marin
audience singing along during a
concert in Point Reyes Station.

“It means welcome to my village,
you're all part of my village, we're
all one village,” Weed explained.
“When villagers are faced with a
big task, like a harvest, the sur-
rounding villagers will come and
everyone will work together. I've
taught that song to hundreds of
people, and they love it.”

Contact Paul Liberatore via email at lib-
eratore@marinij.com
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